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(P) 501-748.5692
(I) 501.748.7996
(m)501.690.5451

April 22, 2008

VIA HAND DELIVERY

The Honorable: Waiter Thomas
Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 North Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

windstre

BE: APSe Certification or EligIoility to Reeeive High Cost Sopport
Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §54.314; APSC Docket 25980.

Dear Mr. Thomu:

In co~jtinction with the Commission's annual certification requirements, please
find attached hereto for electronic filing Windstream Alabama. LLC's ("Company")
certification that it is eligible to continue to receive federal high cost support for high-cost
universal service support. The original and one copy will be delivered to the
Commission. If any additional infonnntion is required, please contact me at (501) 74&c.

5692.

Very truly yours,

Enclosure



CERTIFICATION

In its December 20,2001 and September 27, 2007 Orders in APSe Docket 25980,
this Commission determined that it could best meet its monitoring and certification
obligations by requiring the "rural LEC Cost Companies" to file with the Commission a
copy of their supporting annual interstate cost separation study, annual USF-HCLS filing
and estimated USF-LSS filing for review and each of the "rural LEC Average Schedule
Companies" to file with the Commission a copy ofNECA's proposed annual USF-HCLS
and USF-LSS amounts for review. Pursuant to the Order, the Company has previously
provided the Commission with a copy of its most recent annual interstate cost separation
study, annual 2008 USF-HCLS, and estimated 2008 USF-LSS filings-

The Company further certifies that it will only use the federal high-cost support it
receives during 2008-2009 for the continued provision, maintenance and upgrading of
facilities and service for which such support is intended as described in 47 C.F.R. Section
54.101. Those: services, which are available to any customer in the Company's service
area are: single-party voice grdde a=~ to the public swilched network, unlimited local
usage, dual-tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent, access to
emergency services, including 9-1-1 service or enhanced 9-1-1 service, access to operator
service, access to interexchange service, and access to directory assistance, and toll
limitation for qua1ifying low-income customers.

The Company respectfully requests that the Commission notify the FCC prior to
... -_..-_.... .. October 1 ofthis year that the Company is eligible to receive federal high-cost support in

2009. Any questions regarding this submission or the underlying documentation
previously submitted to the Commission should be directed to Bettye Willis at (501) 748
5692.

~u~
By: Michael D. Rhoda
Title: Senior Vice Presitc ~vernmentalAffairs

Om: V~~(~------
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Hayneville Fiber Transport, Inc. d/b/a

Camelli~COMMUNICATIONS
d - J nes t

Local Service, Long Distance, lnternet/DSL

Post Office Box 129

180 Greenville Bypass

Greenville, AL 36037

The Honorabl.: Walter Thomas
Alabama Publ:ic Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 North Union Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

RE: APSC Certification of Eligibility to Receive High Cost Support
Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54-314; APSC Docket 25980.

Dear Mr. Thomas:

In conjunction with the Commis occm,ification requirements, please
find attached hereto for electronic fi . g , e Fiber"iTransport, Inc. d/b/a! Camellia
Communications' ("Company'') c eatiojlf' it is el~ible to continue to receive
federal high cost support for high-cost universal service support. The original and one
copy will be d<:livered to the Commission. Ifany additional information is required,
please contact Rich Compton with Jackson Thornton at(334)240-3684.

Very truly yours,

~cp~
Evelyn P. Causey
Chief Financial Officer



Hayneville Fiber Transport, Inc. d/b/a

Post Office Box 129

180 Greenville Bypass

Greenville, AL 36037

Local Service. Long Distance. Interne/IDSL

CERTIFICATION

In its December 20,2001 and September 27,2006 Orders in APSC Docket 25980,
this Commis,;ion determine that it could best meet its monitoring and certification
obligations by requiring the "rural LEC Cost Companies" to file with the Commission a
copy of their supporting annual interstate cost separation study, annual USF-HCLS filing
and estimated USF-LSS filing for review and each of the "rural LEC Average Schedule
Companies" to file with the Commission a copy ofNECA's proposed annual USF-HCLS
and USF-LSS amounts for review. Pursuant to the Order, the Company has previously
provided the Commission with a copy of its most recent annual interstate cost separation
study, annual 2008 USF-HCLS and estimated 2008 USF-LSS filings.

The Company further certifies y use the federal high-cost support it
receives during 2008-2009 for the con . rt;"illaintenance and upgrading of
facilities and service for which such,:su 0 tende~ described in 47 C,F.R Section

';:mfl'!; .•,,-.

54.101. Those services, which are available to any customer in the Company's service
area are: single-party voice grade access to the public switched network, unlimited local
usage, dual-tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent, access to
emergency ..:rvices, including 9-1-1- service or enhanced 9-1-1 service, access to
operator service, access to interexchange service, and access to directory assistance, and
toll limitation for qualifying low-income customers.

The Company respectfully requests that the Commission notify the FCC prior to
October I of this year that the Company is eligible to receive federal high-cost support in
2009. Any questions regarding this submission or the underlying documentation
previously submitted to the Commission should be directed to Rich Compton with
Jackson Thornton at (334)240-3684.

Respectfully Submitted,

By~.f~
Title: Chi Fin cial Officer
Date: 4. 1'5 (b:)'b



August 14, 2008

Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
100 North Union Street
RSA Union Building, Suite 850
Montgomery, AI. 36130

Re: Docket No. 25980 Self-Gertification of Eligibility of Budget Phone To Receive
Federal Universal Service Funds in Study Area Code 259009 for the First Through
Fourth Quarters of 2009

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Budget Phone (the "Company"), hereby submits for fi~ng the attached letter certifying
continued eligibility by the Company to receive federal high cost universal service support in the firs~

second, third, and fourth quarters of 2008 ("Letter"). As demonstrated in the Letter, the Company is in
compliance with Section 254(e) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, and the relevant
rules and regUlations of the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC"). 1 The Letter also contains
information regarding the amount and allocation of support received in fiscal year 2007.

As required, an original and ten copies of the Letter are provided with this filing. Please indicate
the date and time of filing on the enclosed "stamp and return" copy and forward the copy to my
attention using the enclosed self addressed stamped envelope.

Please I'orward any correspondence regarding this matter to the undersigned.

Respectfully,

~~
Product Coordinator-Regulatory
Budget Phone

1 See 47 U.S.C. § 254(e); In the maffer ofFedellll-State Joint Board on Universal SeMea, CC Docket Nos. 96-45,
00-256, Fourteenltl Report and Order, Twenty-Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45 and Report and Order in CC Dod<et No. 00-256. FCC 01-157 (released May
23,2001) and codffied at 47 C.F.R. § 54.314.

1325 Barksdale Boulevard· Bossier City, LA 71111 • 888-424-5588 • budgetprepay.com



August14,2008

Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public SeNice Commission
100 North Union Street
RSA Union Building, Suite 850
Montgomery, AL 36130

Re: Docket No. 25980 Certification of Eligibility of Budget Phone to Receive Federal Universal 8eNice
Funds in Study P,rea Code 259009 for the First through Fourth Quarters of 2009

Dear Mr. Thomas:

BUdget Phone I"Company") hereby provides the required certification and requested information
regarding the amount and allocation of support received

CERTIFICATION

On behalf of the Company, I, Molly L. Vance, an officer of the Company with substantial knowiedge of
the Company's operations, do hereby certify under penalty of pe~ury that the following is tnue and
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief:

1. I am the Director of Operations of the Company;

2. The Company is certified as a Competitive Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") in
the exchanges of ETC certified non-rural Incumbent LEC Bellsouth Telecommunications,
Inc, Alabama;

3. As ~,uch, the Company is eligible to receive disbursements from the federal Universal
SeNice Fund in a manner and amount equal to the disbursements received by Bellsouth
Tele,:ommunications, Inc, Alabama as prescribed by the Federal Communications
Commission; and

4. The Company will utilize all federal high cost support only for the provision, maintenance,
and upgrading of facilities and seNices for which the support is Intended, consistent with
47 U.S.C. § 254(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Respectfully,

Molly L. Vance
Controller
BUdget Phone

Enclosure(s)

1325 Barksdale Boulevand • Bossier City, LA 71111 • 888-424-5588 • budgetprepay.com



Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
August 14, 2008
REQUESTED INFORMATION

1. Amount of Supporlthe Company Received for the Past Fiscal Year

As a competitive ETC, the Company is eligible to receive federal high-cost universal
service support ("USF") in a manner and amount equal to the support received by the
Incumt,ent ETC, which in this case is Bellsouth Teiecommunications, Inc, Alabama. This
suppor, is divided into seven (7) categories or mechanisms; High Cost Model (HCM)
suppor:, High Cost loop (HCl) support, Safety Net Additive (SNA) support, Safety Valve
(SVS) support, Intrastate Access Support (lAS), Local SWitching Support (LSS), and
Interst.,te Common Line Support (ICLS). Each of these mechanisms was created by the
Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") in conjunction with the Federai-State Joint
Board on Universal Service allOWing representatives from State Commissions to be
involve,j in the development of these mechanisms through their active participation and
represE,ntation in the Joint Board process.

Ail of these mechanisms are administered through the Universal Service Administrative
Company ("USAC"). USAC, as a private, not-for-profit corporation, is responsible for
providing every state and territory of the United States with access to affordable
telecommunications service through the federal USF program. USAC has contracted with
the Nationai Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. ("NECA') to assist in the data collection
necessary for the remittance of universal service funds. This detailed data, submitted by
the Incumbent lEC to NECA and the FCC, is used in the USF calcuiations and contains
reguiatE~d financial inputs into the algorithm and includes the number of loops that will
potentially receive universal service support.

In order for ETCs to receive high cost support, a State that has jurisdiction over the
carriers must certify annually that "ali federal high-cost support provided to such carriers
Within that State will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of
facilities; and services for which the support is intended'" The certification must be filed
with the FCC and USAC. Section 54.314 (d)(1) of the FCC's Rules provides that "carriers
for which certifications are filed on or before October 1 shall receive [USFl... in the first,
second, third, and fourth quarters of the succeeding year.'"

For Fiscal 2006, the Company received the following amounts of support from each of
the available High Cost mechanisms for Study Area Code 259009; $31,140 for High Cost
Model Support, $0 for High Cost loop Support, $0 for Safety Net Additive Support, $0 for
Safety Valve Support, $27,756 for Intrastate Access Support, $0 for Local Switching
Support, and $0 for Interstate Common Line Support. 3

2. How Those Funds Were Allocated

As previously stated, a competitive ETC is eligible to receive high cost USF, in the study
area for which it is certified, in a manner and amount equal to the support received by the
Incumbe,"t lEC ('llEC'). Recovery of these funds is determined through "cost studies'
provideci by the Incumbent lEC and is based on the financial statements of the IlEC.
NECA and its audilers, who must attest to the validity and integrity of the same, review
the cost studies. The information provided in response to all of the USF mechanisms

1 47 C.F.R. § 54.314 (a).
l 47 C.F.R. § 54.314 (d)(I). In promulgating its certification requirements, the FCC noted that the October
\" deadline was nc:cessary to allow sufficient time for USAC to process the certification and provide the
FCC with an estimate of the level ofhigh-cost support that will be required by USAC's November I"
deadline.
l Source USAC High Cost Disbursement Data report.

_.. - .._._----~



Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
August 14,2008

utilizes FCC accounts for regulated cost and must be in compiiance with FCC ruies in
Parts 32, 36, 54, and 64.

a. High Cost Model Support (HCM)

High Cost Model (HCM) support, also know as forward-looking support, is
available to competitive carriers providing service in the eligible wire centers of
non-rural Incumbent carriers and designated as eligible telecommunication
carriers (ETCs) by the state commission or the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). Based on a forward-looking economic cost model, High Cost
Model support Is distributed at the wire center level and keeps the cost for
telephone service comparable in ali areas of a state. The model generates the
statewide average cost per line, which is then compared to the national average
cost per line. If the statewide average cost per line exceeds the average cost per
line, the state qualifies for HCM support. Currently,. Belisouth
Telecommunications, Inc, Alabama and Budget are both eligible to receive HCM
support. As required, the support is used in the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended and allows
consumers, residing in lower density exchanges, the ability to subscribe to
services at rates comparable to the rates paid by consumers in the more densely
populated exchanges.

b. High Cost loop Support (Hel)

High Cost loop (HCl) support is available to competitive carriers providing
service in the areas of rural price cap and rate-of-return Incumbent carriers and
designated as eligible telecommunication carriers by the state commission or the
Federal Communications Commission. High Cost loop (HCl) support provides
support for the "last mile" of connection for Exchange Carriers (IlECs) in service
areas where the cost to provide this service exceeds 115% of the national
average cost per line and is subject to an annual indexed cap. Belisouth
Telecommunications, Inc, Alabama is not classified as a rural price cap carrier.
As such, neither Belisouth Telecommunications, Inc Alabama nor Budget is
eligible to receive HCl support.

c. Safety Net Additive Support (SNA)

Safety Net Additive (SNA) support Is a sub-component of High Cost loop
:;upport and is available to competitive carriers on the same basis as High Cost
Loop support. Safety Net Additive was established in the FCC's Rurai Task
I=orce Order' and is intended to provide rural Incumbent carriers with additional
incentives to invest in their networks. To receive support, a rural carrier must
"how that growth in telecommunications plant in service (TPIS) per line is at least
14% greater that the study area's TPIS per line for the prior year. Belisouth
Telecommunications, Inc, Alabama is not classified as a rural price cap carrier.
As such, neither Belisouth Telecommunications, Inc Alabama nor Budget is
l,ligible to receive SNA support.

d. Safely Valve Support (SVS)

safety Valve Support (SVS) is also a sub-component of High Cost loop support
,md is support "above the cap" that is available to rural Incumbent carriers that
acquire high-cost exchanges and make substantiai post-transaction investments
to enhance these exchanges. Bellsouth Telecommunications, Inc, Aiabama is not

4 FCC 01-157 released May 23,2001.

2



Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
August 14, 2008

classified as a rural price cap carrier, As such, neither Bel/south
Telecommunications, Inc Alabama nor Budget is eligible to receive SVS support,

e, Interstate Access Support (lAS)

Interstate Access Support (lAS) is available to competitive carriers operating in
the service areas of price-cap Incumbent carriers and designated as ETCs by the
state commission or the FCC, Interstate Access Support helps to offset interstate
access charges in order to reduce the cost of long distance charges incurred by
end users and is targeted to zones with low customer density, The FCC removed
implicit support for interstate access charges and established an explicit lAS
component for price-cap carriers to replace the implicit support previousiy
col/ected through interstate access charges, Both Bel/south Telecommunications
Inc, Alabama and BUdget are eligible to receive Interstate Access Support on
serving lines in areas where the companies are unable to recover permitted
revenues from the newly revised subscriber line charges,

f, Local Switching Support (LSS)

Local Switching Support (LSS) is available to competitive carriers providing
service in the areas of rural incumbent carriers serving 50,000 lines of fewer and
.:lesignated as eligible telecommunications carriers ("ETCs') by the state
,:ommission of the FCC, Locai Switching Support is designed to help carriers to
recoup some of the high fixed switching cost of providing service to fewer
,:ustomers, thereby keeping rates comparable to the rates charged in' the more
densely populated urban areas, Bel/south Teiecommunications, Inc, Aiabama is
not classified as a rural Incumbent carrier and serves in excess of 50,00 lines
through out the state of Alabama, As such, neither Bel/south
Telecommunications, Inc Alabama nor BUdget is eligible to receive LSS support,

g, Interstate Common Line Support (ICLS)

Interstate Common Line Support (ICLS) is available to competitive carriers
providing service in the area of rate-of-return Incumbent carriers and designated
as eligible telecommunications carriers ("ETCs') by the state commission or the
FCC, Based on annual projected data, ICLS helps to offset interstate access
c:harges and is designed to permit a rate-Qf·return carrier to recover its common
line revenue while ensuring that its subscriber line charges ("SLCs") remain
affordable to its end users, Bel/south Telecommunications, Inc, Alabama is not
c:Iassified as a rate-Qf-return carrier, As such, neither Bellsouth
Telecommunications, Inc Alabama nor Budget is eligible to receive ICLS support,

THE COMPANY RESPECTFULLY SUBMITS THAT IT MEETS THE QUALIFICATIONS
fOR CONTINUED CERTIFICATION FOR STUDY AREA CODE 259009

The Company respectfully submits that, given the number and nature of the requirements
for support already in place, the Commission may lawfully and appropriately rely upon
this self-,:ertification by the Company, The requirements, procedures, and processes to
which th" Company adheres, as sel forth above, provide the necessary and sufficient
basis for the Commission to provide its certification to USAC and the FCC, and to thereby
ensure that the Company and its customers will not be deprived of the USF funding to
which thE! Company and its customers are lawful/y entitled to possess, Essentially, under
the existing rules and process discussed above, the federal support funds received by
the Company and other ETCs are, in fact, an integral part of the recovery of expenditures
incurred in the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of its provision of universal
service, The processes described above constitute the Company's plan with respect to

3
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Walter Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
August 14,2008

the receipt and utilization of federal universal support, upon which the Company depends
to provide its customers with quality telephone service at competitive prices.
Furthermore, the Company attests, per the above certification, that it is using federal
universal support for its intended purpose.

In many respects, the certification process is similar to the certification process, which the
Commission uses in its initial designation of eligible telecommunication carriers, thereby
fUlfilling its right, as established by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, to designate a
carrier as an ETC.

Accordingly, the grant of this request for certification is consistent with past practice and
procedure. The very same procedure and process undertaken by the Commission that is
valid for designation of eligibility to receive funds is also rationally valid as the basis for
the necessary certification that the Company will use those funds, once received, for the
purpose,s for which they are intended.

The Company, as discussed above and pursuant to the above certircation, represents to
the Commission that it adheres to and complies with all required processes, and that its
expenditures of USF funds will be consistent with the applicable rules and foster the
provision of facilities and services for which the funding is intended.

Please:ontact the undersigned with any questions of if further information is required.

Respectfully Submitted,

''V\A.~ ~.¥OJ.Atu
Molly L. Vance
Controller

4



NEXUS COMMUNICATIONS, 'INC.

3629 Cleveland Ave., Suite C
P.O. Box 247168

Columbus, OH 43224
740-549-1092

740-548-1173. Fax.

August 22, 2008

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Re::. Docket No., 2598.0 Certification of Eligibilit),. oITSINexus, Inc. to Receive
Study Area 259909 for the Fim throulllL FoWith. Quarters 012009.

Han. Wal~r L Thomas, Secretaq~

Alabama Public Service: Commission
RSA Union Building, .suite 850
100 No<tb Uo.ion Street

Montgomery, AL 36130

TSINexus, h!<:,. ("Nexus" and the "Company") hereby pro~~[L . • the attached letter . xing
continued eligibility.. by the Company to'receive federal higtL cost u,_··· I sen'ice;r~ort in the fIrst, secwid~ thiId,
and fow:th quarters of 2009 ("Letterl'j.· As demonstrated in the ",:(' , e: CompaIfXmiis in compliance with Section
254(e) of the CommunilOations . Act of 1934, as amended, arid th· ..... t ru1e~Yal1d regulations of the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC")!. The Letter also contains infrim~~~,.;;:r.~'~ding th-e amount and. allocation
of support received in. fiscal year 2007.

::,;,::!;W;:;'l,

me Lettern;; p;:~~~ati~~~th ':s ~~~t~":~~~~[[:ru"~~~;:al" .•. b.
As:e~~tJi~I'tiD~ei=dP~::id~~. C~~as~f

indicate the date· and ti.n~e ofm~ on the en~~bd "stamp and rehllii~im~~y and f9~ard the copy to my attention
using the enclosed self addr.essed stamped envi~e. ":;~iji~i!:~ .,.'

Please forward any re~g this matter to the i~ersigned.

Ronald Muun. If.
Consultant to TSINexus, Inc.

! See 47 D.S,C § 254(e): In the matter of Feder.al~Stale Joint Board on {Ini\!ersal Service, CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 00*256,
Fourreenth Report and Order, Twenty-Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking in CC
Docket No. 96-45 and Report and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157 (teleased May 23, 2001) and codified at 47
C.F.R. § 54,3J4.



NEXUS COMMUNICATIONS, .INC.

3629 Cieveland Ave., Suite C
P,O. Box 24716S

Columbus, OH 43224
740-5'49-1092

740-54S-1173 Fax

August 19,2008

in

and requested

antial knowledge ofthe
true and ,accurate. to the best

Walter L. Thomas, Se<:retary·
Alabama Public Service Conunission
1'00 Notth Union Street
RSA. Union Building, Suite 850'
MontgomerYl AL 36130

I.

Re: Docket No. 25980 CeJtification of Eligibility. of TSINexus, Inc. to Receive
Study Area 259909 for the First tlIIoullJi Folllilh Quatlers 01'2009.

TSINexllS. Inc. ("Nexus" and the "Company")' hereby pro.ides the r~iiiid ·"t'fffiJli:il.tion-",,""
regarding the amountimd allocation of support re-ceived. ;';;'

i::i,~ -,

Dear Mr. Thomas:

2.

3.

4. The ComJlan~'i]~!l utilu.: all federal Hi.Jij Cost Suppott only for ti,e provision, maintenance. and
upgradingof'fu~fL~ ad servi~s for ihich the suppod is intended., consistent with 47- u.s~c.. § 254(e)
of the Telecomrii~.ns Act ofW96.

'-':~;i;i~~~~ii: .i!!i!;i"'H' ,:,,::~@i(
. ,,::;:; iHn::i;~n!n~i~;;:':'



Walter L. Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
August 18,2008

REQUESTED INFORMATION

1. AmOUDt of Support the Company Received for the Past Fiscal Year

As a competitive ETC, the Company is eligible to receive federal hi~.cost universal service
support ("USF") in a manner and amount equal to the support received by the Incumbent
ETC, which in this case is Bellsouth Telecommunications, Inc., Alabama (Bell SOllth
Alabama).·. This support is divided into· seven (7) categories. or mechanisms; High Cost Model
(HCM) :;upport~ High Cost Loop (HCL) support, Safety Net Additive (SNA) sIljlPOJ1, SafetY.
Valve Support. (SVS), Intrastate Access Support. (lAS), Local Switching SuppPrt, (LSS), and
Interstate Common Line Support. (ICLS). Each of these mechanisms ~m,breated by the
Federal CommuniCations Commission ("FCC")· in <:onjunction with tbe"'F~djii:a1,State Joi1lI
Board on Universal Service allowing represe~tatives from tile State Comilijssiilns, to be
involved in the development of these mechanisms thIou@.. active pa~ipation and
representl1ion in the Joist Board process. ,.,.,

All of these mechanisms are administered ., istration .
Company ("USAC"). USAC, as a private, not.for,pwli,l;,;.::#,rporation, is resp... f<>r
providing every state' and terniory of the Un.i#iil""""s~:b.with access to Ii .' able,
telecommunications service tlrrou@. the federal"1J~I'';;'progra';;'i[m~J:$AC has cont:J:acted.,,:lIiiili the
National Exchange CaiJiier Association, Inc,/!~HJ\l~CA")' to 'm~iisist in the data. collection
necessary for the remittance of universal ser\ij~~";;""""" This .,4~6wed data, submitted by the
Incumbent LECs to NECA and the FCC, is use~/USF calculations and contain~

regulated finanliial inputs; into the alg9I\tJJ~ and incljj~~!):he number of loops that will
potentially receive universal:" serviq~,)!iliptj6tlSlj!!IWH~Hi>, ':i:::;;;:;:;'"

..... , ' ,.. ." .;.• ,).:,.,'.' .....•..•.,..•.,",.,.:""":'::,: ':':"':'. :;!:!i

In order for ETCs to receive hiilP cost support,:··~i;:iil~. that ru:~!~sdictiiln over the carriers
must certilY annually that "all!'JIioderal high·cost sup~i, provide'd to snch. carriers. within that
State will be used only for :!~, provision, maintenwe, and upgrading of fadliiies and
services for which the,support.'· tended".2 The certiil~~tion must be filed with the FCC and
USAC.. Section,5,';l~1[~4)(I)\:,,:t!Je FCC's RuJ~:: provides that "carriers for which
<:ertifi~ations ar!l:fij~d on'6r bef~i'ti!:~~'!:W~rI shall.."p;6eive[USFl ... in the first, second, third,
and fO\l)t~ q~ers of the succeedrng'·!iy~~~.:::!'~:::;fi~cal 2007, the Company did not receive or

':'" .. ,•. '.- ..•.. ,. _ --4
apply for suji,jiiol1. from any of the hig)1 cost mechanisms. for Study Area Code 259909.

:ii:::i, t,

147 C.F.R. § 54,314(a).
347 C.F.R. § 54,314(d)(1). 1n promulgating its certification requirements, the FCC noted that October 1" deadline
was necess?D' to allow sufficient time for USAC to process the certifications and provide the FCC with an estimate
oflbe level ofhi~.cost support that will be required by USAC's November 1" deadline.
,Source USAC High Cost Disbursement Data report.



supp9#:

Walter L Thomas, Secretary
Alabama Public Servic" Commission
August 18,2008

and its auditors, who must attest to the validity and integrity of the same, review the cost
studies. The information provided in response to all of the USF mechanisms utilizes FCC
accounts for regulated cost and must be in compliance with FCC rules in Pans, 32, 36, 54,
and 64.

a. High Cost Model Support (HeM)

High Cost Loop (HCL)' .!lit1ers providing service
in the areas of rural pri.~i cap and rate-of:f'i"i9k. Incumb .:.y"taniers and designated as
ETCs by the state co~ission or the FCC'i!'iiacL sUmfurt provides supp0l't for the
1I1ast mile" of connecti~, for Exchange cds in service areas where the cost to
provide servi9'. exceedIDii:'~:J5% of the national m~~erage cost per line and is subject to
an ll@ual ..~ capi:'i'~!south Alabama ,j!i~ not classified as a rural price cap
carrier..,Aii:"·si.id;;··"'il.ithe?'l3~uth AlabamaY::rio~ Nexus is eligible to receive HCL

<;'::inm :~~H: ii::: •... ~:,:~~jj~::
. "::;:i,::;i~i !:n;i::!~~~:s:,

c. sa~ Net Additive SuPpott (S~:)
Saf~~m~et Additive (SNA)i1~uppoIt is a sub-component of Hiill Cost Loop SUPPOR
and j~:'~~!!able to competj)j;Ve carriers on the same basis as High Cost Loop SUppOR.
Safety"~iii':':).I;l!~!!ivel'!:'!l'::!bstablished in the FCC's Rural Task Force OrderS and is
intended 'fui:iIlt4~!~~W:ii4tr~1 Incumbent carriers with additional incentives to invest in
tleir net1l'.orks. To receive suppott, a rural carrier must show that growth in
Telecommunicil.lions Plant In Service (TPIS) per line is at least 14% gteater than the
study area's TPIS per line for the prior year.. Bellsouth Alabama is not glassified as a
~uraJ prtce cap camer:. As such, neither Bellsouth Alabama nor Nexus is eligible to
receive SN A suppott.'

5 FCC 01-157 released may 23, 2001
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d. Safety Yalve Support (SYS)

Safe!): Valve Support (SVS)' is also a sub-component of H\gj1 Cost Loop support arrd
is support "above the cap" that is available' to rural mcumbent cmiers that acqull;e
high-cost exchanges and make substmlial' post-transaction investm~nts to enhanse
these exchanges, Bellsouth Alabama is not classified as a rural price cap carrier, As
such, neither Bellsouth Alabama nor Nexus is eligible to receive SVS support

e. Interstate Access Support (lAS)

f. l.ocal Switebing Support (LSS)
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mE COMPAN)' BESPECTFlJIJ Y SIJBMfTS
CONTINUED . CERTlFlCATlON

THAT !tMEETS ·THE OlfAIJFICATTONS
FOR STUDy AREA COPE 259909

The Company respectfully submits that, given the number and natwe of the requii;ements for support
already in place, the Commission mw lawful1¥ and appropriately rely upon this self-certification by the
Company. The requi",ments, procedures, and processes to which the Company adheres, as set forth.
above, provide the n"cessaq.: and sufficient basis for the Commission.... to· proVide certification' to USAC
and the FCC, and to thereby ensure that the Company and its customers will not be depoived of the USF
funding to which. the Company and its customers are .lawfully entitled to possess.. Essentiilly, under the
existing rules and process discussed above, the federal support funds available to the Compliiiy and other
ETCs are, in fact, ~ integral part of the recovery of expenditliJ:es mcurredin the proviSi~~r!: maintenance,
and upgrading of its provision of universal service.. The processes described abb~~iiiitonstitlUe the
Company's plan with respect to the receipt and utilization of federal universal support, u~n which the
Company may depend on to provide its customers with quality telephone se"'jte atcomp~!rive prices.
Furthermore, the Company attests, per the ahove certification, that it will .federal univ~tsal support
only for its intended purpose. ,. ..".J~m;~;llll!~j;:;~;;,::Hi :;,;m:;

....:,':':,... ~~:n;::m~~!!:j~;" .
.,:,:.:",:"".

In m'!!1Y respects, the certification process is similar to the certificatjfl!kdl!:pcess, which the
uses in its initial designation of eligible telecommunications~~i'J'iiil!O!:eby fulfilling
established by the Telecommunications Act of ]996,. to desigl1~~j;';{carrieri'!:~~m!i4 ETC.

C~ifussion!
its ';iil~ii as

,'5'5·
Accordir}&;ly the gram of this request for certification is cd;;;;Y... .ith p~~m1ractiae and procedure. The
vel)' same procediir~ and process undelitaken by the Commission ..'.' "!...¥liHd for desiguation of eligibility
to receive funds is also rationally valid as the basis f01..1;1)e necess .' "jication that the Company will
use those funds,. once received, for the purposesApi;ujfiib~:: ¥"jnt~iiil~~i:lh;.

;:,:: ·";",,,:H:'·

The Company, as, dis:ussed above and pu~furt to the aboV~""~~\"ation,i'~~ents to the Commission
that it adheres to and complies with ill. reqlJ!i1j~d processes, and tiili~ii~y expendi1J.ll;es' . ofUSF funds will be
consistent wiilL the appij~able rules and. '~~ter the provision o~Wm.cilities and services· for' which the
funding is intended.. '~H~;" ';~l~ :liii~ ;!!;~::

Please contact the UllllersiwidiU;:!;~y!que~~®I;,*fwtherinfq~~~on is required,
);t: ':':::~!iji!;'Tn~:;hi;i:i i1':!~1i!' .,'
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